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Veterinary Research publishes high quality and novelty papers focussing on Animal 

Infection. The fields of study are bacteriology, parasitology, virology, immunology, prion 

diseases and epidemiology. Food animals, companion animals, equines, wild animals (if the 

infections are of zoonotic interest and/or in relation with domestic animals), laboratory 

animals and animal models of human infections are considered. Studies on zoonotic and 

emerging infections are highly appreciated. The journal publishes original and review articles 

on: 

 New knowledge on pathogens (viruses, bacteria, protozoa, helminths, fungi and 

prions) and on host-pathogen interactions. Papers elucidating molecular 

mechanisms of interactions between hosts and microbes are highly appreciated.  
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 Immunity to pathogenic micro-organisms: systemic and mucosal immunology 

of infected organisms. This encompasses fundamental studies on immune system 

of animals. The development and evaluation of new vaccines against pathogens 

will be considered.  

 Epidemiology related to infections. Papers dealing with spread and/or 

transmission dynamics of infectious diseases will be favoured. Studies using 

mathematical modelling and developing or applying new epidemiological methods 

will be welcome if based on a biological application. Papers must be of general 

interest and have a general applicability. Descriptive epidemiological studies, 

meta-analyses and studies providing information of geographically limited 

interest will not be considered.  
 

Specific aspects of treatment of diseases, pathological and clinical studies (including case 

reports), diagnosis tests and technical reports do not fall within the scope of the journal. 

Studies that are preliminary, of weak originality as well as negative results are not appropriate 

to the journal. Merely descriptive and correlative studies are not a priority. Papers must make 

an original and significant contribution to the field. Studies that are technically sound but do 

not make a significant advance in the knowledge of animal infections will not be accepted.  

 

Review articles are highly appreciated. They should focus either on a pathogen or on 

analyses of the mechanisms of host-microbe interactions including epidemiological studies. 

The articles should present comprehensive, critical summaries of current knowledge in the 

field and should not be limited to a discussion of the author's work. Thematic issues 

composed of solicited review articles are also published. 

 

2. Types of papers  

Manuscripts should be written preferably in English (American or English usage is accepted, 

but not a mixture of these). Authors whose native language is not English are strongly advised 

to have their manuscripts checked by someone proficient in the English language.  

Original papers should report the results of original research. The material should not have 

been previously published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Short notes are not 

published. Papers should be completely documented both by references to the literature and 

description of the experimental procedures employed. The article should be divided into 4 

sections: 1. Introduction, 2. Materials and methods, 3. Results, 4. Discussion (2 separate 

sections for the Results and Discussion). 

Review articles should cover subjects falling within the Aims and scope of the journal.  

 

3. Submission of manuscripts  

Veterinary Research accepts only online submission. Please use the Author's checklist to be 

sure your manuscript fits the Instructions to authors.  

The manuscript must be accompanied with a cover letter containing the following items:  
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1. The e-mail address of all authors.  

2. The objectives and originality of the work as well as the main results. In addition, you 

must justify that your study has a general interest and, more specifically for 

epidemiological studies, that the information is not limited to the country in which the 

work has been performed.  

 

4. Peer review process  

Before being sent to reviewers, manuscripts are pre-screened by the editorial office to check 

the main basic criteria that make the paper potentially suitable for Veterinary Research: 

accordance with the Aims and scope of the journal, nature of the study, originality of the 

results, quantity and quality of data, general conclusions, presentation of the work including 

the quality of the English language. If the paper does not fulfil these criteria, it may be 

rejected at this stage without review. Manuscripts that pass the pre-screening stage are 

normally sent to a minimum of two experts chosen by the Editors-in-chief. The identity of 

peer reviewers is kept confidential.  

Only papers of high quality and novelty and of general significance are published. 

Manuscripts that, in the reviewers' opinions, require major revisions may be rejected, in 

particular if they are poorly written (style or language). If minor revisions are recommended 

by the reviewers, authors are expected to make the appropriate revisions within one month. 

For manuscripts requiring major revisions, the revised version must be sent to the Editorial 

Office within 2 months (4 months if additional data are needed). Revised manuscripts may be 

reviewed a second time. Revised manuscripts that are received after the deadline will not be 

considered.  

 

5. Style guide  

5.1. General presentation  

The manuscript should be typed double-spaced (Times New Roman 12 pts) with margins of at 

least 3.5 cm at the top, bottom and sides, and sent in only one single RTF or Word file (use 

Veterinary Research template). Lines and pages should be numbered. Section headings should 

be numbered following the international numbering system (1., 1.1., 1.1.1., etc.). 

Original articles should not exceed 30 double-spaced typed pages including figures, tables and 

references. The manuscript should be presented as follows: title page, abstract and keywords, 

introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion, acknowledgments, references.  

Review articles should not exceed 50 pages.  

Tables and figures, with their captions, should not appear in the text, but be placed in separate 

files outside of the manuscript.  

5.2. Title page  

The title page should include the following: the title of the article, which should be concise 

but explicit, the surname and forenames (in full) of each author, the department and institution 

http://www.vetres.org/content/view/136/184/lang,en/#aims
http://www.vetres.org/images/stories/doc/vetres_template.doc


where the study was carried out, e-mail address of the corresponding author (this author being 

identified by an asterisk), a short title (running head) of no more than 45 characters, including 

spaces.  

 

5.3. Abstract and keywords  

The abstract (less than 250 words) should be in a form suitable for abstracting services. It 

should contain no paragraphs, footnotes, references, cross-references to figures and tables or 

undefined abbreviations.  

Up to five keywords should be supplied, to assist the reader and facilitate information 

retrieval. Keywords may be taken from the title, abstract or text. The plural form and 

uppercase letters should be avoided.  

5.4. References  

In the reference list, the references should appear in alphabetical order, preceded by an Arabic 

numeral enclosed in square brackets. The authors' names are listed in alphabetical order and 

in chronological order for each author. The references are cited in the text by the 

corresponding number enclosed in square brackets.  

All entries in the reference list must correspond to references in the text and vice versa. The 

titles of journals should be abbreviated according to the rules of the Biosciences Information 

Service (Biosis) or those of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). Words 

for which no abbreviation is given should be written in full.  

A style file that conforms to Veterinary Research is available for EndNote.  

– Works listed in References  

The reference list must include articles published in print or online-only journals (as well as in 

press articles), books and book chapters. Examples are given below of the layout and 

punctuation to be used in the references.  

Article (all authors must be mentioned)  

[1] Zhang P., Chomel B.B., Schau M.K., Goo J.S., Droz S., Kelminson K.L., George S.S., 

Lerche N.W., Koehler J.E., A family of variably expressed outer-membrane proteins (Vomp) 

mediates adhesion and autoaggregation in Bartonella Quintana, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 

(2004) 101:13630–13635.  

Article published in Veterinary Research  

In order to take advantage of the electronic version, articles now have a unique article 

number: Vet. Res. (2010) 41:02 which refers to article 02 from volume 41. Each volume 

corresponds to a calendar year.  
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Article in press  

[2] Goudsmit J., Bogaards J.A., Jurriaans S., de Wolf F., Schuitemaker H., Miedema F., 

Lange J.M.A., Coutinho R.A., Weverling G.J., Loss of control of viremia in HIV-1 

seroconverters with best prognosis and lowest viral load at setpoint, Vaccine (2004) 

doi:10.1016/S0264- 410X(02)00075-0.  

Book  

[3] Dunn A., Veterinary Helminthology, William Heinemann Medical Books, London, 1978.  

Chapter in a book  

[4] Delatour P., Parish R., Benzimidazole anthelmintics and related compounds: toxicity and 

evaluation of residues, in: Rico A. (Ed.), Drug Residues in Animals, Academic Press, 

London, 1986, pp. 175–204.  

– Works cited in the text  

Proceedings of meetings, abstracts, articles submitted for publication, unpublished data, 

personal communications, theses, letters, electronic material and websites should not appear 

in the reference list but should be cited in the text as footnotes as follows. However these 

reports must not appear in the Materials and methods section of an original article.  

Proceedings  

1 
Mauget R., Legendre X., Comizzoli P., et al., Assisted reproductive technology in sika deer: 

a program to preserve endangered deer subspecies, in: Zomborsky Z. (Ed.), Advances in deer 

biology, Proc. 4th Int. Deer Biology Congress, Kaspovar, 1998, pp. 185–186.  

Thesis  

2
 Mahamod A.M., A survey of blood copper levels in cattle in northern California, Master of 

Preventive Veterinary Medicine thesis, Davis, CA, USA, 1982.  

Electronic material  

3
 Reeves J.R.T., Maibach H., CDI, Clinical dermatology illustrated (monograph on CD-

ROM), 2nd ed., Version 2.0, CMEA Multimedia Group Producers, San Diego, 1995.  

 

Websites  

4
 OIE, Surveillance and monitoring systems for bovine spongiform encephalopathy, in: 

International animal health code, APPENDIX 3.8.4. [on line] (2002) 

http://www.oie.int/eng/normes/MCode/A_00157.htm [consulted 9 December 2002].  

 



5.5. Illustrations (tables and figures)  

Illustrations should be numbered in Arabic numerals for figures and Roman numerals for 

tables, and should be referred to in the text by their number: Figure 1, Table I. Lettering 

(symbols, numbers, etc.) should not differ from figure to figure and should be of sufficient 

size to remain legible after reduction. Title and legends should be written above the 

corresponding table or figure. 

Figures should be original (i.e. not already reproduced). Photographs should be presented in 

the form of plates to be reproduced without reduction (maximum size 12.5 × 19 cm). The 

figure captions should be explicit so that the illustrations are comprehensible without 

reference to the text. Colour figures appear in black and white in the paper version but are in 

colour in the electronic version. 

Figures and tables published elsewhere cannot be accepted without the prior consent of the 

publisher and the author(s).  

5.6. Electronic-only material  

If the material submitted by the authors is not essential to the content of the article or only of 

supplementary interest to the reader, it can be included as electronic-only material, i.e. 

accessible only electronically.  

Electronic-only material may include but is not restricted to the following: tables; 

Appendices; Programmes; Images; Videos. 

They should be registered as „Supplementary data” when submitting the manuscript. The file 

name should be the following: [article]_olm.[extension]. Please give a brief description of the 

data in the cover letter. 

File format should be viewable using free or widely available tools. Suitable formats are 

Word file, SWF, MOV, AVI, MPEG. 

You should refer to this material in the manuscript, e.g. “Supplementary data Figure S1” or 

“Supplementary data Table SI”. 

For more information on the submission of this material (file requirements, etc.), please 

contact the Editorial Office.  

6. Open Access Option  

To favour a broad and easy access to all published scientific information, Veterinary Research 

is now offering the possibility for the authors to make their papers freely available to all 

interested readers (subscribers or non subscribers) as soon as the articles are published 

online (authors should make a contribution). Your article will also be available on Pubmed 

Central when published on the journal website. 

 

 

http://www.vetres.org/content/view/96/101/lang,en/


7. Ethical policy  

All studies involving animals must have been performed in compliance with guidelines 

outlined in the International Guiding Principles for Biomedical Research Involving Animals 

as issued by the Council for the International Organizations of Medical Sciences. Papers may 

be rejected on ethical grounds if standards of care or procedures performed on animals are not 

met.  

8. The galley proofs and reprints  

Proofs will be sent by electronic mail to the corresponding author indicated on the title page. 

They should be carefully corrected and returned to the publisher within 48 hours of reception. 

If this period is exceeded, the galleys will be proofed only by the editorial staff and printed 

without the authors' corrections.  

The PDF file of the article will be provided free of charge to the corresponding author.  

Note that the aim of proofreading is to correct errors that may have occurred during the 

production process. Only essential corrections are accepted (grammar or spelling mistakes for 

example). Any substantial modification of the text altering the content of the accepted version 

of the paper will re-open the revision process.  

9. Copyright  

As soon as the article has been published, the author is considered to have transferred his 

rights to the publisher. Requests for reproduction should be sent to the publisher.  
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